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“The Gospel About Jesus”      Text – Mark 1:1 (Read ch. 8:27-38; 16:9-20)    

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Dr. E.V. Rieu worked as a translator for Oxford University Press.  And he was asked to do a modern translation of the four Gospels from Greek into English.  
Now, for his whole life he had been an agnostic concerning God – And agnostic means that you neither believe nor disbelieve.  While an atheist is convinced there is no God, an agnostic is not convinced one way or the other.  
Dr. Rieu’s son was a minister in the Anglican Church.  And when he found out what his father was about to do, he said, “It will be very interesting to see what Father makes of the Gospels.  It'll be still more interesting to see what the Gospels make of Father.”  
And in less than a year, Dr. Rieu had joined the Church of England, convinced, now, that Jesus was who He claimed to be.
And if you read biographies and speak to enough Christians, you will soon hear similar stories; stories about people whose lives have been changed by reading the Gospels.  
And today it is our privilege to begin a study of the Gospel of Mark.  
· Mark’s Gospel is the shortest of the four.

· It is notable, especially, because of its fast pace; it moves from event to event, very quickly, often using the word, “immediately.”  
· And it is also notable because of its silences; for example, most obviously, it doesn’t say anything about Jesus’ birth.  
· It has been described by many as an extended account of Jesus’ death with a bit of an introduction.  
· Of the four Gospels, it gives us the most detail about the last week of Jesus’ life.  
· The first 8 chapters cover three years and the last 8 chapters cover 6 months, with five of those chapters covering just 8 days.  
· And if you quickly look at 1:27 and 2:7, you will see that questions are asked of or about Jesus: “What is this?  A new teaching…”  “Why does this fellow talk like that?”  
· And there are 7 such questions asked in the first 8 chapters.  
· And this why we read ch. 8.  You see, at the end of that chapter, all these questions are answered as Peter makes a statement about who Jesus is, declaring Him to be “the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  It is a key section in Mark’s Gospel.
· And from then on we see and hear what Jesus, the Christ, the Son of the Living God, came to do and then we see Him do it on the cross.
So, coming face to face with Jesus changed Peter and the disciples.  And coming face to face with Jesus in the Gospels changed Dr. Rieu.  THE question, then, as we come to Mark’s Gospel is how will Mark’s Gospel change you?  
How will Mark’s Gospel affect what you believe about Jesus?  

How will Mark’s Gospel affect what you know about yourself?  
How will Mark’s Gospel influence your theology?  
How will Mark’s Gospel influence your behaviour?  
How will Mark’s Gospel affect those people you influence; those who you live with and work with and live next door to?      What will Mark’s Gospel make of me and you?
Brothers and Sisters, young people and boys and girls, this is the first time that I have preached through a Gospel.  And while the whole Bible is about the Lord Jesus Christ, in the Gospels, we see and hear Him as He walked on earth.  We see what the OT pointed forward to and what the Epistles look back to – we come, as it were, face to face with Jesus.  

So my prayer is that our ‘face to face’ encounter with Jesus would change each one of us.  
· May those present who have no faith in Jesus, now, soon be able to confess with Peter, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  
· And may those who do know Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God, know Him better, obey Him more, and be better equipped to speak about Him with others.  
· In short, may Mark’s Gospel cause each one of us be better servants of Jesus than we are now.  
So, v1, “The beginning of the gospel about Jesus, the Son of God.”  
And in case you are wondering, we look at this one verse today, by way of introduction to the Book.  Our usual practise will be to consider an event or a series of connected events in the life of Jesus.  
But today we simply consider the three main words or titles of this verse, Beginning, Gospel, and Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  But we will begin with Gospel and then consider Jesus’ title before we end with the beginning.

1. So, Gospel.  
a. It is a word that we associate only with the Bible.  We don’t use it any where else.  It is used as the title of the first four books of the NT or, more generally, as a description of the message about Jesus Christ.  And so, we use Gospel with a capital G when we are talking about M/M/L/J and we use gospel with a little g when we are talking about the message of God’s grace in Jesus Christ.  
b. The word ‘gospel’ comes from the old English – god-spell, which means ‘good news.’  
i. And this word was used because the Greek word used here, euangelion, literally means ‘good news’ – eu is good and angelion is announcement.   

ii. But that word, euangelion was not specific to Christianity.  It was already in use in Roman and Jewish culture.

A. To the Romans, the word was associated with emperor worship.

1) When a new Emperor was crowned or an heir was born to the Emperor or became old enough to rule, the euangelion would be proclaimed throughout the empire.
2) An historical event that would affect the situation of the world was announced as ‘good news.’
a) And last year, we went through a similar scenario.  We all new that Princess Catherine was expecting a child who would be heir to the throne.  And so we waited for news about the birth.  And finally, on July 22, the news came through: Prince George was born, safe and well.  And, humanly speaking, he will, one day, be king.  And if NZ remains a member of Her Majesty’s realm, he will one day be our king.
i) So, the historical event of significance to the Commonwealth, Prince George’s birth, was announced as ‘good news.’
B. But the Jewish understanding of euangelion or gospel or ‘good news’ was slightly different.  As you can see from Mark’s quoting of Isaiah in vv2-3, ‘gospel’ or ‘good news’ had very much to do with prophecies about salvation in the future.  

1) For 4000 years of world history, ever since just after the Fall recorded in Genesis 3, God had made promises, either Himself or by His prophets, about one who would be the Saviour of His people.
a) And every one of those promises was considered good news by the people of Israel.  

i) If you were to ask a Jew, “What is the good news?”  He or she would tell you, with great joy and eagerness, Messiah is coming!
So, whatever way you look at it, clearly, the gospel is good news, great news, wonderful news!  But why is it good news?    
And here we look next at the title of Mark 1:1 where we read that this is the gospel “about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”
1. As we noted a moment ago, for the Romans, good news was about something that had happened, whereas for the Jews, good news was about something that would happen in the future.  But both of these things were rolled up into one in the Christian gospel.  

a. Look with me at 1:14.  For there we see that “Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news [and that’s the same Greek word there as is used here in v1 - euangelion/gospel].  ‘The time has come,’ He said.  ‘The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news.’”
i. Now, Jesus had yet to die.  The fullness of God’s kingdom was still to come.  But the One who would bring these things to pass had now been born – Messiah was here.  What was promised, what was hoped for, what was expected “has come.”
b. Now, there were all sorts of ideas around at that time as to what and who God’s Messiah would be.  A very popular idea was that He would be some King figure who would smash the Romans and make Israel the ruler of the world.

i. For the Jews of that time, the bad news was that the Romans ruled them.  So the good news would be no more Roman rule and a Jewish King.
A. So, to understand the good news we need a right understanding of the bad news.  

1) You see, by way of illustration, if I was to turn up at your house and tell you that I have raced over with a new section of plastic pipe and hand it to you and drive off, you might stand there scratching your head and maybe hang it on the garage wall or something.  But that pipe would not be ‘good news.’

2) However, if you are the neighbour next door at number 42 Town St, and not number 32 Town St, who has water leaking all over the floor because the pipe under the sink has exploded and who has called the hardware store to have a replacement pipe delivered, the delivery of that pipe would be really good news.  He knows that he has a problem and that the new pipe is the solution to his problem!  He would know exactly what to do with that pipe and be very thankful for that new pipe.    
c. So, to understand the good news you need to understand, first, the bad news.  
i. And the bad news at the time of Jesus is the same bad news today – we human beings have a problem with what the Bible calls sin.  And the whole world is infected with sin.  
A. There have been some rather high profile murder trials played out in the newspaper this past week; terrible tales of gang influence and hatred and jealousy between husband and wife.  
B. There were magnificent Orca that stranded and died on the coast line.  
C. Each day we are hearing more and more details about the miserable end of Philip Seymour Hoffman’s life – another junkie who ‘had it all,’ but who leaves behind his partner and three devastated young children because of drug addiction.  
D. And while I look out and see a room full of shiny, well-behaved, church folk, and you see another one up the front here, what things would we discover if we could plug our brains into a data projector and review the last day or week of thoughts, words, and behaviour?  Hatred?  Envy?  Lust?  Greed?  Lies?  Violence?  Disobedience?  Stealing?  Anger?  Selfishness?  Laziness?  Cheating?  Addictions?
E. How are the relationships between husbands and wives?  Child and parent?  Student and teacher?  Worker and boss?  Member and member?  
1) Has their been selfless love, perfect allegiance, complete respect, wholehearted obedience?  Or, some of this mixed with failure?  Or, more failure than anything else?  
F. And if you are like me, you have tried to fix yourself, again and again, but you just find more failure or different failure. 

G. Well, the Bible calls it sin and it is in the world and it is in everyone of us – it’s in our DNA; its in our hearts and minds and bodies.  It is why we eventually die.  There is something terribly wrong with us and with this world.
ii. But this Jesus came and said, I have good news for you!  “repent and believe” in me.  Admit that you are a sinner and that you have sinned and believe in me.  Why believe in Him?  
A. Because His name is Jesus, which means Saviour – His name means salvation.  He came, as Matthew 1:21 says, “To save His people from their sins.”  He is human.  We are ‘His people.’  He is like you.  And He came to die on the cross to pay for the sins that we have committed.  
B. But he is also the Christ, which means the Anointed One of God.  He is the promised Messiah that the OT looks forward to.  
1) As we shall see in Mark, Jesus ticks every one of the boxes that the OT sets up in terms of the promised Messiah. 

C. And He is also the Son of God, which means that He is human and divine.  His death will pay for our sins because unlike you and me, He never sinned – He lived a perfect life.  And because He is God, death cannot keep Him.  That is why he rose from the grave!
Jesus is good news for sinners!  Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the Gospel.  Repent and believe in Jesus and you shall be saved – your sins will be forgiven – you will receive eternal life!
And yet, there has to be two sides to this coin.  For as we see in Mark’s Gospel, not everyone who saw and heard Jesus repented and believed.  And the truly bad news is that if you do not repent and believe in Jesus, you will face Him on Judgment Day and be condemned to an eternity of agony and despair and hatred and punishment.  It is called hell.

And that brings us, lastly, to the beginning!  
1. You see, it would be easy to pass over the words, “the beginning,” as just the opening words of Mark’s Gospel.  
a. But boys and girls, what should that word ‘beginning’ remind us of?  What is the most well known ‘beginning’ in the Bible?  Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning.”  
i. And Genesis 1 is the ultimate beginning.  It is the beginning of all other beginnings.  History begins with Genesis 1.  Before Genesis 1, there was God.  After Genesis 1, there is God and earth and mankind.  
b. But those words, “in the beginning,” are also found in John 1:1, where we read, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.”
i. So John also wants us to know about an important historical event – the coming of Jesus to earth.  
c. So, the ‘beginnings’ of the Bible is important.  They describe events that are important for world history.  And Mark also wants us to consider the beginning of an historical phenomenon – something that affects history.  
i. But while John is describing the beginning of Jesus, Mark is describing the beginning of the message about Jesus; the gospel about Jesus; “the good news about Jesus.”
A. The Holy Spirit, through Mark, wants us to see how the good news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God, affected the crowds Jesus preached to and healed, and especially how it affected Peter and the disciples.    
1) For having heard the good news, they repented and believed.  
2) And then, as we read earlier, after He arose, Jesus said to His disciples, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.”  
a) Preach the euangelion to all creation.  
b) Preach the gospel to all creation.  
c) Preach Jesus Christ to all creation.  
i) Call on everyone to repent and believe. 

So Mark tells us about the beginning of the Gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  And since that time, the good news about Jesus has been believed by many but rejected by many also.
And quite surprisingly, I found this quote on Wikipedia about the gospels: [The Gospels] tell their readers (or hearers) that Jesus was something special, and they expect them to respond accordingly. No neutral stance is possible in relation to a gospel.  Depending on your response, its message will turn out either to be good news for you – or bad.”  
Which is it for you?  

